Hernando Computer Club

February, 2012 “Drop In” Class Schedule
hcc.org, 352-684-7171

Wednesday, February 1, 2012
1 pm:  How to use a DSLR camers  (North Room)
Find out how the speed and versatility of a DSLR camera can improve your creative photography skills with a variety if lenses from fish eye wide angle to telephoto and attachments from filters to external flash equipment. Learn how to break away from automatic settings to do things like high speed photography, blur backgrounds, sports action, night shots, and time lapse photography.  Instructor: Fred Wise

7 pm:  Learn Google Chrome  (North Room)
Chrome is a web browser developed by Google which uses a layout especially for people who use the web frequently to search for information, check email, catch up on the news, shopping or just staying in touch with friends. As of November 2011, Chrome is the second most widely used browser in the US!   Instructor:  Charleen Scime

7 pm:  Linux Workshop (South Room)

The Linux workshop is a working session for users to bring their questions and experiences to the group.  Attendees are encouraged to bring their computers with them for use in the workshop. We are working with different subjects each week and expect to cover areas such as installation and administration, file systems, setting up servers (print, file, web, etc), using WINE and virtual machines, and other topics that the group is interested in.  Just drop in if you have an interest.  Facilitator:  Bill Scott

Thursday, February 2, 2012

10 am:  Windows Movie Maker 2.6  (North Room)
Windows Movie Maker 2.6 has nearly all the functions of Vista Movie Maker, and is a free download from Microsoft. It can be installed, and works well on Windows 7, and is much better than Windows Live Movie Maker which Microsoft has made available for Windows 7. Learn how to use this program to make a professional looking movie of your digital photos, or of digital clips from a camcorder, and burn it to a DVD that can be played in a standard CD/DVD player to a TV. Easily add a beginning title page and a scrolling credits page at the end of your show. Add title pages before any photo or video clip, and also add titles on a photo or video. Place transitions between photos or clips for that professional look. Edit video clips by trimming ends or cutting out segments. Add audio clips for background music; learn to trim the length and fade the music in and out for a professional sound. A program that is easy to learn and fun to use.  Instructor:  Gray Alexander
1 pm:  Picasa, Import, Organize, Improve your Photos  (North Room)
Do you have a camera full of pictures? In this class you will see how they can be loaded into your PC, how Google's free Picasa will organize your images, and what amazing tools the latest version of the program offers to improve your images.  Instructor:  Fred Wise

7 pm:  Discover the Secrets of Windows 7  (1 of 4) (North Room)
This will be a fun learning by doing workshop in 4 times two hour sessions. You bring your well charged laptop and I will show you a lot of “hidden” features of Windows 7 that can be very useful for your daily operation.

This is not a half and half, but you will immediately repeat on your system what I show you on the screen. And there will be enough time for everybody to follow and try out what is shown.

The subjects will cover functions of the Desktop, the Devices, the Explorer and Libraries and a lot more. I will also acquaint you with a few very useful free programs. There will be plenty of time for you to ask questions and hopefully I will know the answers.

Come and join me for some fun exploring Windows 7.  Instructor:  Wolfgang Schroeder
Friday, February 3, 2012

10 am:  Email Choices for Windows 7  (North Room)
Just got your new Windows 7 computer and discovered there is no email software?  Don't panic!  Choices are available - some are absolutely free!  In this how to send email lecture, instead of using the old reliables that came with earlier Windows operating systems, we will be looking at Mozilla's Thunderbird (from the same folks who brought you the Firefox web browser) & Windows Live Mail (part of the Windows Live Essentials package).  We will also look at Outlook which comes with the MS Office suite (standard edition or higher).  Instructor:  Joann Frucchione

1 pm: Introduction to Computers with Windows 7 (5 of 8) (North Room)
(One of our ½ n ½ Class, Watch, Listen and Learn, then do it yourself)
Discover Sticky Notes and the Snipping Tool. See basic email functions in Windows Live Mail. Send and receive photos. Instructor: Brigitte Haag
Monday, February 6, 2012

10 am:  Newcomer Orientation Brunch - Learn all about your new club

For Newcomers only, RSVP, call 686-0750

1 pm:  Genealogy Workshop (South Room)
In the Genealogy Workshop, we usually start with everyone telling of their current genealogy research.  We all contribute suggestions  that could be used to further our research in a particular area; then one subject is covered that day with web sites that cover that particular subject shown on the computer.  Again it is an open class with everybody contributing & hopefully learning something new. Just drop in if you have an interest.  Facilitator:  Terri Rose.

1 pm: Photoshop Elements Advanced Workshop, (North Room)
Just drop in if you have an interest.  Each month a technique, a special tool, or a plug-in, for Photoshop Elements will be demonstrated.  Those attending can then work on their own images at home and show their results at the next month's meeting.  Attendees should bring a flash drive for images and templates and lots of questions and answers.  This is not a basic Elements class. Mich Morin
7 pm: Photography Workshop (South Room)
This discussion group covers camera operation, picture taking techniques, photo improvements, e-mailing photos, and anything else related to photography. Share some of your photos with other members. Drop in if you have an interest. Facilitator Fred Wise

Tuesday, February 7, 2012

10 am:  Get Started with your computer (1 of 2) (North Room)
If you recently received a PC, perhaps as a gift, and are intimidated by it or were told, “Now we can e-mail each other”, but don’t know where to start, this class might be for you. This class is designed for the person who has never used a computer before.  Instructor: Norma Winner
1 pm:  Website Construction with SiteSpinner  (North Room)
(One of our very Popular ½ n ½ Classes, Watch, Listen and Learn, then do it yourself)
In the lecture you see how to research the availability of a domain name, how to shop for hosting and how a complete Website can be constructed using SiteSpinner, an inexpensive, fun software package for making simple or fancy Websites.  To take advantage of this class, you must have SiteSpinner already installed on your laptop.  You can download a fully functional 30 day trial version from Virtual Mechanics.  www.virtualmechanics.com/products/spinner  Instructor:  Lucille Lane

7 pm:  Windows 7 After the Basics   (1 of 4) (North Room)

This four part lecture discusses the many features of Windows 7.  Let Win7 find your programs for you, burning files and folders to a CD with one click, setting up your windows to suit you, the amazing Win7 search capabilities, and much more.  Join us and you'll soon agree Win7 is a wonderful operating system.  Instructor: Ron Purkhiser

Wednesday, February 8, 2012

1 pm:  Facebook, Part One, Basics  (North Room)(1 of 2)
This lecture is for those who are curious about facebook or are just getting started. Learn about posting to your “wall” versus sending a message, how to post pictures, use notifications, and chat. You will also learn about “apps” and finding friends.  Instructor Charleen Scime

Thursday, February 9, 2012

10 am:  MS Word, 2010  (North Room)
Learn the basics of word processing using the latest edition of MS Word. Explore the new Ribbon architecture introduced with the last version of this popular software program. Much remains the same from 2007 to 2010 but there have been some additions. Learn about the latest features in Word including BackStage. Create your own tab and group together the features you use the most. If you are thinking of upgrading from an earlier version of Word, don’t miss this lecture.  Instructor Joann Frucchione

1 pm:  Selling online  (North Room)
If you want to sell online you need to decide, are you using Craigslist and or Ebay, should you have a PayPal account? What to watch for if you take photos of the items you want to sell. If you want top sell online you will find this lecture informative.  Instructor:  Brigitte Haag

7 pm:  Discover the Secrets of Windows 7  (2 of 4) (North Room)

This will be a fun learning by doing workshop in 4 times two hour sessions. You bring your well charged laptop and I will show you a lot of “hidden” features of Windows 7 that can be very useful for your daily operation.

This is not a half and half, but you will immediately repeat on your system what I show you on the screen. And there will be enough time for everybody to follow and try out what is shown.

The subjects will cover functions of the Desktop, the Devices, the Explorer and Libraries and a lot more. I will also acquaint you with a few very useful free programs. There will be plenty of time for you to ask questions and hopefully I will know the answers.

Come and join me for some fun exploring Windows 7.  Instructor:  Wolfgang Schroeder
Friday, February 10, 2012
10 am:  Setup a Home Network, (North Room)

If you use more than one PC in your home, you might be interested in setting up a home network to share your internet connection, share printers, scanners and other devices. You can also share files from one computer to another.  If you only have one computer—a laptop—a home network can give you the mobility around your home that laptop was meant to make possible. This lecture will teach you how it can be accomplished.  Instructor:  Joann Frucchione

1 pm: Introduction to Computers with Windows 7 (6 of 8) (North Room)
(One of our ½ n ½ Class, Watch, Listen and Learn, then do it yourself)
Learn what files and folders can do, what the file extensions are for. See, how you use a Flash drive and your camera card. Get a peek preview of Windows Photo Gallery.  Instructor:  Brigitte Haag
Monday, February 13, 2012

10 am:  Using Email  (North Room)
This lecture will give you an overview of 3 separate email software programs; Outlook , Windows Mail and Gmail. You will see demonstrations of how to create, send, forward and delete emails. Also included in the lecture will be instructions on entering contacts and managing contact groups. You will see demonstrations on how to include an attachment as well as save an attachment received. The first hour will cover general email; setting up personal folders, contacts, and emptying the deleted items folder. The second hour will cover the same folders and additional features in Gmail. There are more customizing features in Gmail which is a service provided by for free from Google. Instructor:  Pat Turek

1 pm:  Windows DVD Maker  (North Room)

(One of our ½ n ½ Class, Watch, Listen and Learn, then do it yourself)
Microsoft gave us a very nice program for authoring our DVD’s.  You can use your video clips taken with your digital camera as well as individual still photos.  The program collects all your individual photos you insert and assembles them in a slideshow.  You have several choices to customize your production to be just what you want.  Your finished DVD will play in computers and also on your set top DVD players.  Very easy program for you to use.  Instructor: Ron Purkhiser

Tuesday, February 14, 2012

10 am:  Get Started with your computer (2 of 2) (North Room)
This second session expands on the basics for new computer users.  Learn about web browsers.  What is a search engine, and how is it used?   What is a download?  How do I get those free programs I'm hearing about at the Club?  Get that expired trial software off your computer.  Instructor: Norma Winner

1 pm:  Basic PhotoShop Elements (1of 2)(North Room) 

This session of our two part lecture will focus on using Photoshop Elements as a way of keeping track of and organizing your photos in a part of the program made just for this purpose.  We will also show some of the many improvements possible with PhotoShop Elements.  Do you have some photos that look like you may have to discard them ?  Probably not, after using some of the tools available in this PhotoShop editor.  Join us.  Instructor:  Mich Morin

7 pm:  Apple I-Phone  (South Room)
Get started learning your way around the apps on your new I-Phone. You can phone, text and email from your phone. This is just a few of the apps on the Apple I-Phone.  Instructor:  Pat Turek
7 pm:  Windows 7 After the Basics   (2 of 4) (North Room)

The continuation of the four part lecture that discusses the many features of Windows 7.  Let Win7 find your programs for you, burning files and folders to a CD with one click, setting up your windows to suit you, the amazing Win7 search capabilities, and much more.  Join us and you'll soon agree Win7 is a wonderful operating system.   Instructor:  Ron Purkhiser

Wednesday, February 15, 2012

7 pm:  Facebook, Part Two  (North Room)(2 of 2)

Are you already a Facebook user? This lecture will teach you how to use lists to organize your friends, learn about the new ticker news feed and about the subscribe button. You will also learn how to work with your privacy and account settings.  Instructor:  Charleen Scime

Thursday, February 16, 2012

10 am:  Internet Inspired Crafts Workshop  (North Room)
Never before in mankind have we had access to so much information, so easily. In this workshop we browse the net and then pick a craft project that can be tackled in the second hour. In the first session we made some paper sculptures, in September we built a pop up Christmas Card. Everybody loving crafts will have a very good time in this workshop. Join and show us your newest project to be announced. Future projects will include work with clay, or glass or paper....  Facilitator:  Brigitte Haag

1 pm:  Skype Messaging and Video Chatting  (North Room)

Video chatting used to be called Video Conferencing when business meetings were conducted with some members present only on the screen. In the meantime millions of Grandparents enjoy chatting with their grandchildren living all over the world. Skype was the first to become popular, now totally free video chatting is possible with many companies. Your gmail account also includes free video chatting and much more. Come and see how it works and what choices you have to make it work.  Instructor:  Brigitte Haag

7 pm:  Discover the Secrets of Windows 7  (3 of 4) (North Room)

This will be a fun learning by doing workshop in 4 times two hour sessions. You bring your well charged laptop and I will show you a lot of “hidden” features of Windows 7 that can be very useful for your daily operation.

This is not a half and half, but you will immediately repeat on your system what I show you on the screen. And there will be enough time for everybody to follow and try out what is shown.

The subjects will cover functions of the Desktop, the Devices, the Explorer and Libraries and a lot more. I will also acquaint you with a few very useful free programs. There will be plenty of time for you to ask questions and hopefully I will know the answers.

Come and join me for some fun exploring Windows 7.  Instructor:  Wolfgang Schroeder
Friday, February 17, 2012
10 am:  YouTube and Internet TV  (North Room)
In this lecture, we will take a look at watching video on the internet.  We will start with taking a look at the popular video website YouTube.  The variety of videos available is amazing.  Most videos are amateur clips put together for different purposes; but, among this maze of video you will find many that are quite interesting.  When special events take place, many are on the scene with their own camcorders.  When natural disasters hit, the amateurs go out with their cameras and record some of the most interesting clips available.   In addition, corporate America even gets into the act, using this site to promote their products/services.  

Missed your favorite TV show when it aired?  Almost every TV show now in production is now available for viewing anywhere from a day to a week after the program airs.  In addition, specialized sites like Fancast and Hulu make a variety of classic TV shows and even some movies available for viewing online.  Instructor:  Joann Frucchione

1 pm: Introduction to Computers with Windows 7 (7 of 8) (North Room)
(One of our ½ n ½ Class, Watch, Listen and Learn, then do it yourself)
Cut/Copy and Paste, basic folder management. Get a peek preview of Movie Maker.  Instructor:  Brigitte Haag

Monday, February 20, 2012

10 am:  Convert your Records and Cassettes to Music CDs   (North Room)
In this class you will be introduced to a FREE program called Audacity. We will be using the latest version, 1.3, to accommodate all Windows operating systems.  See how to connect your player to the PC.  When you have transferred the music of your records or tapes to your computer, you can get rid of most of the audible kicks and scratches with a few clicks of your mouse. Burning the CD is the final step of the procedure with the FREE Windows Media Player.
We will also look at a device and program you can buy to do this quite a bit easier, if you want to invest a little money ($30-$40) in your project.  Instructor:  Ron Purkhiser
1 pm: Computerized Sewing Workshop  (North Room)
The Computerized Sewing Workshop is comprised of people who share their love of sewing and embroidery.  Each month a different technique or project is demonstrated by one of the members.  After the demo, all are encouraged to participate in a “Show and Tell” session to display and explain their latest creations.  Won’t you join us?  Just drop in if you have an interest.  Moderator:  Norma Winner

7 pm:  General Meeting, Open to the Public, Free Admission
The February General meeting will feature a "Kaleidoscope of Classes we Teach". After the Club News and Department reports, several Club instructors will talk 15 minutes about classes they teach or facilitate. You will see a glimpse of the Gadget Workshop, the Internet Inspired Craft Workshop, the wonders of Picasa, the workings of the club's Facebook presence and a sneak preview of Windows 8 coming sometime soon .......

Tuesday, February 21, 2012

10 am:  Advanced PhotoShop Elements (2 of 2)(North Room)
During the second session of this two part lecture, we will discover some of the many projects you can do in addition to the usual improving of your photos.  Do you have a scene you'd like to share with somebody, but the camera just doesn't take a wide enough picture?  No problem, you can make a panorama of several stitched photos, and PhotoShop does all the work for you !   Do you have a photo of something lovely in the foregound, but something not so lovely in the background is spoiling the picture ?  Yes, you can remove the unwanted areas and replace it with something different and more pleasing.  You'll be amazed the things PhotoShop can do for you.  Join us.  Instructor:  Mich Morin

1 pm:  Get Started with your computer (1 of 2) (North Room)
If you recently received a PC, perhaps as a gift, and are intimidated by it or were told, “Now we can e-mail each other”, but don’t know where to start, this class might be for you. This class is designed for the person who has never used a computer before.  Instructor: Charleen Scime
7 pm:  Windows 7 After the Basics   (3 of 4) (North Room)

The continuation of the four part lecture that discusses the many features of Windows 7.  Let Win7 find your programs for you, burning files and folders to a CD with one click, setting up your windows to suit you, the amazing Win7 search capabilities, and much more.  Join us and you'll soon agree Win7 is a wonderful operating system.  Instructor:  Ron Purkhiser

Wednesday, February 22, 2012

1 pm:  Power Point for Fun (North Room)
(Our Popular ½ n ½ Class, Watch, Listen and Learn, then do it yourself)
PowerPoint Shows don’t need to be boring text with bullets. Use images and clipart, animations and sound. Feature your best photos in stunning slide shows. PowerPoint or Open Office Impress should be installed on your Laptop so you get most out of the 2nd hour.  Instructor:  Lucille Lane

7 pm:  MS Excel 2007  (North Room)

Get started learning how to create a spreadsheet using Excel 2007 (The Ribbon).  First we will create a household budget and then an inventory. You will learn how to create formulas to your best advantage. It is best if you are familiar with copy and paste.  Your imagination and creativity will lead to many future spreadsheet projects.  Instructor Pat Turek

Thursday, February 23, 2012


10 am:  Decorative Text and Headlines  (South Room)
(One of our ½ n ½ Class, Watch, Listen and Learn, then do it yourself)
Text and Headlines can be so boring, they can also be very descriptive and telling, they can also be stunningly fancy, even animated. Come to this Half n Half graphics class and be amazed what can be done in just a few clicks with Xara Graphic and Photo designer. You will get to try it out in the second hour. Instructor:  Brigitte Haag

1 pm:  PC Maintenance and Security  (North Room)
PCs are complicated machines and they need weekly and monthly clean ups to keep them running at full speed.  The available Windows maintenance tools, and security settings for Internet Explorer and e-mail will be discussed and demonstrated. Firewalls, antivirus and antispyware software will be discussed; they are important components of a package of tools that help keep a computer healthy and running well.   Instructor:  Gray Alexander   

7 pm:  Discover the Secrets of Windows 7  (4 of 4) (North Room)

This will be a fun learning by doing workshop in 4 times two hour sessions. You bring your well charged laptop and I will show you a lot of “hidden” features of Windows 7 that can be very useful for your daily operation.

This is not a half and half, but you will immediately repeat on your system what I show you on the screen. And there will be enough time for everybody to follow and try out what is shown.

The subjects will cover functions of the Desktop, the Devices, the Explorer and Libraries and a lot more. I will also acquaint you with a few very useful free programs. There will be plenty of time for you to ask questions and hopefully I will know the answers.

Come and join me for some fun exploring Windows 7.  Instructor:  Wolfgang Schroeder
Friday, February 24, 2012
10 am:  Working with Files and Folders  (North Room)
New computer users tend to save everything to the Documents folder; but, eventually that list of documents becomes so long you can't find anything.  Get your document, picture and video files organized by creating folders within these folders and placing items in them.  Are you one of those who becomes confused when the program you are using asks you to save your document; but when the SAVE AS screen comes up, you can't figure out how to place your document in the correct folder?  This Half 'n' Half will not only show you how it's done, but give you the chance to actually do it on your own laptop here where you can get help if you are having trouble.  Instructor:  Joann Frucchione

1 pm: Introduction to Computers with Windows 7 (8 of 8) (North Room)
(One of our ½ n ½ Class, Watch, Listen and Learn, then do it yourself)
Basic computer maintenance. Instructor: Brigitte Haag
Monday, February 27, 2012
10 am:  Memcom  (North Room)
Membership Committee (MemCom) meetings are held on the Last Monday of the Month, usually in the Lecture Room.  Members who are interested in joining together to discuss the Clubs business and social activities are encouraged to participate.  All members are welcome. We offer many enjoyable, informative and entertaining events through out the year. This takes lots of planning and MemCom meetings are where this happens.

Please come to the meetings and share your talents, thoughts and ideas. Your participation is appreciated.

1 pm:  Gadget Workshop  (North Room)
This workshop will deal with all the modern gadgets being sold today.  I-Pads, SmartPhones, Digital cameras just to name a few.  Everyone attending is encouraged to being one of their gadgets you may need help with.  Between all that are present we hope to be able to share ideas and explanations that will benefit everybody attending.  Join us with your favorite gadget !  Facilitator:  Pat Turek

Tuesday, February 28, 2012

10 am:  Downloading FREE Digital Music  (North Room)
This class is an introduction on how to download free music from the internet and how to create CD’s for your listening pleasure. Included are internet web sites where you can find your favorite music, whether it be Easy Listening, Country Western, Oldie Goldies, etc. Have a favorite band, artist, group? The old standards are all there. Instructor: Ron Dakin

1 pm:  Get Started with your computer (2 of 2) (North Room)
This second session expands on the basics for new computer users.  Learn about web browsers.  What is a search engine, and how is it used?   What is a download?  How do I get those free programs I'm hearing about at the Club?  Get that expired trial software off your computer.  Instructor: Charleen Scime

7 pm:  Windows 7 After the Basics   (4 of 4) (North Room)
The continuation of the four part lecture that discusses the many features of Windows 7.  Let Win7 find your programs for you, burning files and folders to a CD with one click, setting up your windows to suit you, the amazing Win7 search capabilities, and much more.  Join us and you'll soon agree Win7 is a wonderful operating system.   Instructor:  Ron Purkhiser

Wednesday, February 29, 2012

1 pm:  Linux, The FREE Alternative to Windows  (North Room)
Linux, an alternative to Windows for an operating system.  This Linux system has most all of the features of Windows, but with less problems.  Attend this lecture and learn all about the features and benefits.  Instructor:  Bill Scott

7 pm:  Genealogy – Family Tree Maker  (North Room)
More and more persons are interested in their ancestry.  See where to go, how to research, and how find the best Websites to help you find all you can about your forefathers.  Instructor:  Dave Fetter
6

